
 

 
 

September 1, 2018 
 
 
Dear Friends: 
 
I’ve been doing a lot of soul-searching lately about the duplicitous nature of people. I’m 
reminded how susceptible we are to the Lucy’s in our life.  As the illustration below depicts, 
Charlie Brown … ever the optimist … is sucked in once again by Lucy’s sincerity and duplicity.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
As a friend recently observed: “It does us no harm to be Charlie Brown, hoping for the best in 
those we love. Folks will break your heart, of course, but it's better to have your heart broken 
than to be the one that broke it.  It's better to be Charlie Brown.” (David Roper – E-Musings) 
 
We all have people in our lives who are prone to “break our hearts”.  And although I’m 
convinced they don’t do it purposely to hurt us, their actions, words, or just their life “decisions” 
do leave us wounded and sad.   
 
So … as we hope for the best in those we love … and risk being wounded, and at the same time 
making sure that we are not inflicting such wounds on others, how can we live in such a way that 
our lives can reflect the love of Jesus to our neighbors, friends, and loved ones? 
 

The answer is: love (agape) must be at the core of our motivation. 
 
However, we need to remember that ONLY as we allow the Holy Spirit to empower our lives will 
we be able to manifest God’s love to others.  A love that is: 
 

“patient” and “kind” … “not jealous” … “not proud” … “not rude” … “not selfish” … “cannot be 
made angry easily” … “does not remember wrongs done against it” … “is never happy when 
others do wrong” … “is always happy with the truth” … “never gives up on people” … “never 

stops trusting” … “never loses hope” … “never quits”. (1Cor.13:4-7) 
 
Do you want your life to count for God’s glory? Do you want to establish “Jesus friends”? Are 
you willing to risk being hurt and wounded?  Then let’s reach out and really love those that God 
has placed in our lives.  Let’s be a Charlie Brown, and not a Lucy.  
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace. 
Carl  


